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Pope was shown to wear a crown like a king. So was
Jesus Christ, though the only crown he ever wore was
one of thorns. Everything was done to emphasize
benediction by religion of systems resting on slavery.
Icons or other religious pictures were shown to include
portraits of the great or the wealthy. Finally the story-
was carried through the Revolution and Civil War
right up to the present time, with statistics of some of the
strange sects that have sprung up under the Terror—such
as the Red Dragon and the Imyaslavtsy—and protraits
of religious charlatans.
It would not be possible to form any reliable idea of
the strength of religion in Russia by conversations with
believers. This is, of course, practically barred to any
one who does not know Russian; and, generally,
Russians are now, from past experiences, very shy about
talking to foreigners. Some famous visitors to Soviet
Russia have been shown a church on what is probably
an ordinary work day (for there is no Sunday now, and
the coincidence of Sundays and rest days is now quite
accidental), and seeing a few old people worshipping
and no one else (for in present-day Moscow one must
work to eat), they may have judged that the batde
against religion had been completely successful, and that
the church was so litde used that it might well be closed.
In the circumstances one is lucky if one gets any glimpses
of active religion. I have mentioned the old lady in the
collective farm. " Are there many believers," I was able
to ask a chance acquaintance, a working man. " Yes,
I am one of them," he said; " how can one live without
faith ? They, too, cry out, ' O Lord, O Lord,' when
they are in trouble." " What about the children J "

